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1950 Season 
 

President-Mr J.K.Ruther 
Chairman- L.Taylor 

Hon Sec-H.Roberts, Treasurer-F.O.Roch 
1st X1 Capt-Syd H.Stock 

Vice Capt- Harold Sadler 
2nd X1 Capt-Raif Godfrey 

Vice Capt-C.F.R.Price 
Subs Secretary-Stewart Parry 

 

 
 

A Grand Cricket Season-records established at Abergavenny 
March 31st Abergavenny Chronicle reported  

“The qualities of Abergavenny Cricket Club are outstanding, and I know of no other club 
where the spirit of esprit de corps is so personified” said Mr JK Ruther, President of the club 

at the AGM at the Greyhound Hotel on Thursday last 
 

The Abergavenny Chronicle welcomed the new season as follows “Tomorrow afternoon skipper Syd 
Stock will captain Abergavenny in their first match of the season, which is against Panteg at Avenue 
Road Ground. All the ‘stalwarts’ will again be seen in action although wicket keeper John Hill will be 
absent as he has decided to continue playing rugby until the end of the season, This will obviously not 

apply to Sunday games. 
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April 22nd Panteg 104 all out.  T.Adams 4-19 and S.Stock 3-11 L.White 2-24 W.Williams 1-28, 
Abergavenny  109 for 6.  W.H.Sadler (16) W.Williams (19) Tommy Adams (37*) and L.Thomas (16).  

 
Walk Over Victory over Army 

 
The next day April 23rd  Abergavenny beat 37th Army Regiment, Cwrt-y-Gollen.  Abergavenny  164 all out.  
W.Williams (30) T.Adams (39) C.Berrington (17) and S.Stock (35*)  The Army were then bowled out for 
a mere 38 runs. Seven bowlers were used, Lew White 3-9 and  T.Adams 2-15. 
April 30th  Abergavenny 166-4 T.Adams (56*)L.White (55) WMIE Ltd 66 Adams and Williams 4 wickets 
each. 
 
May 6th Ross were next up at Avenue Road.  Abergavenny 163-5 declared, G.Alderton (40) L.White (80) 
which included a six and seven 4’s and T.Adams (15) Ross were 62 all out.  Syd Stock 4-26  and T.Adams 
5-28.  May 7th -Then they easily beat Lysaughts who were all out for 86. Lew White 6-39 and W.Williams 
2-28. Abergavenny winning by 5 wickets, 90-5. L.White (49) and H.Sadler (16) 
 
May 13th Brecon 1st X1 away only reached 61 all out. Syd Stock 6-25 and Tommy Adams 4-35. 
Abergavenny lost 7 wickets reaching the target 72-7. H.Sadler (18), T.Adams (16*) and E.Sandford (16*) 
R.Jennings (11) 
 
May 14th A draw with Lydney at Avenue Road followed. Lydney 178-5. Stock 2-16 and Adams and 
Alderton one wicket each. Abergavenny  172-8.T.Adams (26) W.Mayo (27)G.Alderton (39) and 
W.H.Sadler (24) 
 
The 2nd X1 who were having a poor season played Bulmers,  Abergavenny 2nd’s 111 all out. P.Bishop (30) 
C.F.R.Price (29) C.J.Cox (19) and J.R.Godfrey (15) Bulmers who were at one time 38-5 went on to make 
153. 
 
May 20th The better of a draw with local rivals Usk followed. Abergavenny  181-6 declared.  L.White (50) 
S.Stock (65*) including 5 fours and one six in one over and E.Sandford (28*)  Usk 77-7.  White 2-22, 
W.Williams 1-18 and T.Adams 1-25.  However the 2nd X1 lost to Usk 2nd’s.  Abergavenny 2nd’s were  93 all 
out. B.Kendall (12) H.Bowkett (14) and C.J.Cox (35) Usk 2nds 152-5. With 4 wickets for Price. 
 
May 27th The first X1 travelled to Leominster in their next match Leominster scraping a draw.  
Abergavenny 156-9 declared, W.Sadler (22), G.Alderton (52), L.White (18). Leominster hanging on at 
84-9.  3 wickets for Stock, 4 for Williams and 2 for White.   
 
May 28th Yet another draw with Newport  Fugitives came next.  Abergavenny 144 all out. W.Sadler (14), 
T.Adams (16), L.G.Jenkins (27), J.Hill (34) and D.Parry (18).  Newport 95-6. 2 wickets for White, 2 for 
Adams and one for Parry.  
 
On the Monday May 29th  Crickhowell were the visitors and went back up the A40 with a victory.  
Crickhowell scoring 149 all out.  D.Parry (5 wkts) and T.Adams (4 wkts)  In reply Abergavenny were 74 
all out. No batsman reached double figures.  The weather became extremely hot during this time and the 
sun had not shone so brightly since September 1949. 
 
June 3rd Abergavenny next lost to Whitchurch Heath away, who made 105 all out. Five wickets for 
L.White and four wickets for T.Adams.  Abergavenny in reply made a disappointing 87 all out.  Good 
efforts with the bat from Sadler, White, Hill and Parry who all made double figures. 
 

Pctured Left-Officers elected at AGM-On May 
18th The club are due to host a two day Minor 
Counties match between  Glamorgan and 
Worcester. 
The opening fixture was against Panteg at 
Abergavenny.  All the stalwarts of recent 
times will be once again in action this season. 
Wicket Keeper John Hill will be starting the 
cricket once the Rugby season is completed, 
although he will play on Sundays.  Last 
season he caught or stumped 29 victims and 
in 42 games gave away 252 byes, which is an 
average of 6 per game. 
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On June 4th A really close game followed against South Wales Hunt who won by one run. J.C.Clay was 
once again  in their line up.  S.W.Hunt  112 all out, Don Parry 3-38, T.Adams 3-21. (DR Dalglish 71, IE 

Pugh 28 & JC Clay 14) Abergavenny 111 all out after being 97-7. L.White (54), T.Adams (17) and 

L.Jones (13) (JT Morgan 11-1-23-4 & JC Clay 17-4-37-4) 
 
 
The 2nd X1 obtained their first win of the season against Nylon Spinners who made 97 all out. 
M.Pritchard 5-35 and J.  3-29. Cliff Cox and W.G.Powell were the batting heroes. 
 
June 9th Abergavenny 208-6 declared, rattled up a really good score against Monmouth.  Tommy Adams 
(78*) L.White (54) and Gerry Alderton (26).  Monmouth were then dismissed for 116. White (3 wickets) 
Adams (3 wickets) Parry (2 wkts) and Stock (2 wkts)   
 
June 11th Cardiff Innswingers were also defeated  being all out for 116. Tommy Adams taking 6 wickets 
and L.White 3 wickets.  Abergavenny knocking off the runs for the loss of 6 wickets. W.H.Sadler (43) 
T.Adams (27) and J.Hill (36*) 
 
The next weekend they registered another two victories.  June 17th Pontypridd  102 all out. W.Williams 
3-21, T.Adams 3-38, L.White 2-16 and D.Parry  1-24.  Abergavenny got 69 without losing a wicket,  
Sadler (25) and T.Adams (60)  finished on  111-4. The 2nd  X1  125-9  drew with Pontypridd 2nd X1 193-3 
declared. 
 
June 18th Abergavenny 169-6 declared.  L.White (49) H.Sadler (40) and L.G.Jones (30) Cardiff 102 all 
out. Lew White 5-28.T.Adams and D.Parry two wickets each and one for SH Stock. 
 
On June 24th The game against St Fagans was disrupted by rain.  St Fagans 165-6.  Abergavenny 60-2 
when it rained. 
 
 

Syd Stock out of the team with injury 
Around this time June 25th  they lost their skipper Syd Stock for a few weeks with ‘fluid on the knee’ This 
coincided with a defeat to Ross who bowled Abergavenny out for 70. Only R.Jenninsg and E.Sandford 
making any worthwhile runs. Ross batted on after securing victory and were eventually all out for 133. 
The 2nd X1 89 all out also lost to Ross 2nd X1 176-8. 
 
On July 1st Pontypridd gained revenge for a recent defeat.  They made 164 for 9, 3 wickets each for White 
and Williams. Abergavenny were 78 all out. H.Sadler (23) and T.Adams (19) 
 

Harold Sadler missing for six weeks 
The first X1 then lost Harold Sadler for 6 weeks. He was required to attend a Police Instruction Course in 
Harrogate. Before he went though he scored (70) runs against Sphinx X1 on July 2nd   Sphinx 204-6, 
Abergavenny 193-4 nearly pulling off a brilliant victory. Lew White also made (49) 
  
The Pontypridd 2nd X1 171 all out ensured the double was completed with a comprehensive victory over 
Abergavenny 2nd X1 123 all out. H.Bowkett (27) W.J.Powell (38) 
 
On July 8th Abergavenny secured a draw against Brecon who made 165 all out. 4 wickets each for White 
and Adams. Abergavenny hanging on at 97-9, T.Adams (16), L.White (18) W.Williams (33), S.H.Stock 
(12) 
 
July 9th A welcome victory came against Mr J.Copes X1 (Ebbw Vale) who only made 79 all out. Five 
wickets for Don Parry. Abergavenny 81-5  T.Adams (18), L.G.Jones (12), W.Williams (36*) 
They then played a 12 over match. Abergavenny 118-9 W.Mayo(62) Ebbw Vale 129-2. 
 
On the 16th July Rain affected the match with Hereford where the pitch was not conducive to batting. 
Abergavenny 93 all out. T.Adams (30) G.Alderton (29) and S.Stock (14*) Hereford 55-5, 3 wickets for 
Adams and two wickets for Parry. 
 
July 23rd A  28 over match was possible with Whitchurch Heath who made 88-9 and Abergavenny were 
all out for 68. T.Adams (24) and G.Alderton (20) 
 
July 29th Away at St Fagans who totalled 232-4, two wickets for Alderton. Abergavenny 113 all out. A 
number of batsmen made starts and could not press on to a decent score. 

Seconds do well 
The 2nd X1 101-5 M.Powell (30) W.J.Powell (43*) managed to secure a draw with St Fagan’s 2nd X1 109 
all out. EG Nash 4-20, B.Crocker 3-15. 
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....With Glamorgan re-building after the War, Johnnie Clay persuaded Lavis to return to Glamorgan as 
the club`s coach, and with the club also being short of players, Lavis also agreed to turn out for the 
county again. He played his final game for the club in 1949 and was awarded a Testimonial in 1950 

 
 

That Bank Holiday Feeling 
August 7th Abergavenny 226-8 declared.  Tommy Adams (99), W.Williams (34), White (30) and H.Brain 
(24).  Crickhowell 130-4 securing a draw. Perhaps it was the match with Glamorgan that caused 
Abergavenny to give such a good batting performance when they went to Crickhowell on Monday. The 
opening pair put on 116 and Crickhowell tried 6 bowlers. 
 
The seconds 85-6 drew with Bulmers 158 and then 150 all out drew with Crickhowell 133-5. Stan Hall 
and J.R.Godfrey batting well. 

 

 

G.Lavis 
The Monmouthshire-born player had made his debut in 1928 as a 
right-handed batsman and seam bowler, and became a regular 
member of the side in the early 1930`s. His finest hour as a player 
came in 1934 when he hit a career best 154 against Worcestershire in 
1934, and shared in a partnership of 236 for the fourth wicket with 
Cyril Smart. However, he had rather modest season with bat and ball 
in 1936 and again in 1937, and left the county`s playing staff to pursue 
a playing and coaching career in Scotland. Lavis subsequently played 
for Dundee and Forfarshire in 1938 and 1939, before joining the 
joining the R.A.F. during the Second World War................  

 

Benefit Match Scorecard -Left 
 

August 7th George Lavis X1  179 all out. Abergavenny 129  all out. 
The highlight of the season was the Benefit Match for George 
Lavis who had played for Glamorgan from 1928 until after the 
Second World War, when from 1946 Lavis acted as Glamorgan`s 
coach. Many young players duly benefitted from his wise words 
and the long hours of patient guidance in the club`s indoor school 
at Neath, and the nets in corridor of the North Stand at the Arms 
Park. 
 
Another defeat followed July 30th  this time to Mitchell and 
Butlers who made 155 all out. Four wickets for Lew White. 
Abergavenny 107 all out. E.Whitfield (45) and L.G.Jones (28) 
August 5th Newport Fugitives 83 all out.  S.Stock (4 wkts for 27 ) 
L.White (3 wkts for 10 ) and D.Parry (2 wkts for 26) Abergavenny 
bated on after winning and finished on 121-9. With (59) for 
L.G.Jones. 

 

 
 
 
G.Alderton and L.White were selected for the Usk Valley X1 
to play Glamorgan at Crickhowell.  The rest of the Usk Valley 
team was as follows. D.V.P Lewis (Capt), R.Maggs, 
W.Saunders and G.Gabe (Crickhowell) S.York and S.Watkins 
(Usk)G.James, D.W.Foster and A.E.Vaughan (Brecon) 
 
Glamorgan  272-7 declared B.Hedges (56), J.McConnon (20), 
J.Pleas (30), H.Davies (31) G.Lavis (32) and J.Pressdee (32*) 
Usk Valley 74 all out.  G.Alderton (20) 
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August 10th Mayflies 84 all out Stock (6 wkts for 46 ) and  E.Whitfield (4 wkts for 16) Abergavenny 
batted on after victory and finished on 172-6.  T.Adams (58), L.White (42), L.G.Jones (18) and Bob 
Jennings (33*) 
August 13th Abergavenny 127 all out T.Adams (24), J.Hill (36) and D.Parry (26*) 37th Reg R.E. 56 all out. 
H.Brain (5 wkts) Adams (3 wkts) Stock (2 wkts) 

Just right for ducks 
No cricket Sat or Sun at Avenue Road 

 
Two Five Fors 

The second X1 were away at Lydney 2nd X1  who made 149-9 declared.  J.Baxter 5-48.  Abergaveny 2nd 
X1 held on at 91-8 at the close C.Cox (26) and M.Powell (23) B.Horsfall 5-19 
 
 
 

No Ground for complaint  
The avenue road ground has stood up well to the demands put on it this season. With heavy rain 

softening it like a sponge the ground has been susceptible to unusual wear and tear and in patches mud 
has replaced grass yet by changing the wicket and nursing the ground those responsible for looking after 

the playing pitch have managed to overcome the damage inflicted by the weather and allowed more 
games to be played than might have been thought possible.  

 
August 27th Abergavenny were reduced to 26-6 against Brecon and finished on 120-8 declared Syd Stock 
(40) and W.Williams (30) Brecon forced a draw after it was agreed to extend the finishing time by  15 
mins and with 12 minutes to go Brecon needed 31, but could only draw finishing on 105. John Hill 
  with 4 victims 2 caught 2 stumped. Whitfield 3-13 and Adams 4-37. Gwyn Williams of Llanelly 
and Glamorgan Minor Counties almost won it for Brecon with 61 runs including 3 successive sixes. 
 

Bowler and Batsman 
Most people know Harold Sadler as Abergavenny opening bat, but in a recent match at Harrogate where 
he is taking a Police Instruction Training Course he showed his prowess as a bowler taking 5 for 7. Does 

Abergavenny need a new demon bowler? Come Home Harold Come Home !! 
 
Septemebr 2nd Although Wynne Williams took 6-31 during the course of which he obtained his hat trick. 
Builth Wells 98. W.Williams (6 wkts) Abergavenny a disappointing 79 all out. Only Sandford, Williams  
who was top scorer with [13]and   Adams  scoring worthwhile runs. 
 
September 10th Abergavenny  144-8 declared.  On a far from easy wicket. W.Sadler (32) W.Williams (38) 
T.Adams (20) and S.H.Stock (30)  Metal Box Neath  from 30-7 were 51 all out D.Parry taking six wickets 
for twenty runs L.White 2-15  & T.Adams 1-11. September 15th –Abergavenny 158-7 T.Adams (33) 
L.White (56) J.Hill (17*) R.Jennings (17)Ebbw Vale 56 -7  L.White 4-13 Adams and D Parry one wicket 
each. 
 

 
 

Abergavenny Cricketers at Dinner 
Celebration of a successful season 
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Proposing the toast of ‘The Club’ Alderman Max Beveridge J.P. said it was a wonderful club 
very well run and every member of the committee was an enthusiast. ‘The Guests’ was 
proposed by S.H. Stock who welcomed among others, H.T.Taylor St Fagans Captain, 

D.V.P.Lewis Captain of Crickhowell, Mr George Lavis and Mr Haydn Davies of Glamorgan 
CCC. 
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Catches-1950 
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Name Ints Page 

Adams T 1,2,3,4, 5 

Alderton G 1,2,3,5 

Baxter J 3,4 

Berrington C  1,2,5 

Bishop P 2, 

Bowkett H.V. 2,3 

Brain H 1,4,5 

Cox C 3,4 

Cox C.J. 2, 

Crocker B 3, 

Didcote F  1, 
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Godfrey R 1,2,4 

Hill J  1,2,3,4, 5 

Horsfall B 4, 

Jenkins H.V. 1, 

Jenkins L.G. 2,3,4,5 

Jennings R 1,4,5 

Jones V 1, 

Jones W.G. 1,2 

Jones E.O. 2, 

Jones L.G. 2,3,4,5 

Kendall B 2, 

Mayo W.E. 2,3,5 

Nash E.G 3, 

Parry A.S. 1,2 

Parry  D 1,2,3,4, 5 

Powell W.G. 3, 

Powell M 3,4 

Price C.F.R. 1,2 

Roberts  H 1,2 

Roch F.O. 1,2 

Ruther J.K. 1,2 

Sadler W.H. 1,2,3,5 

Sandford E 1,2,3, 5 

Stock S.H 1,2,3,4, 5 

Taylor L 1, 

Thomas L 2, 

White L 1,2,3,4, 5 

Whitfield E 1,4,5 

Williams W 1,2,3,4, 5 
 


